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LETTER 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Sir: 

Subsequent to the filing of the above-identified application on September 7, 2004, 
attached hereto is an English translation of the International Preliminary Examination 
Report (Form PCT/IPEA/409) that should be made of record in the present application. 

If necessary, the Commissioner is hereby authorized in this, concurrent, and 
future replies, to charge payment or to credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 




Birch, Stewart, Kolasch & Birch, LLP 



TCB/sIb 
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02-2448 for any additional fees required under 37 C.F.R. § 1.16 or under 37 C.F.R. § 1.17; 
particularly, extension of time fees. 

Dated: May 17, 2005 Respectfully^ubmitted, . 




Terrell C. Birch 
Registration No.: 19,382 
BIRCH, STEWART, KOLASCH & BIRCH, LLP 
8110 Gatehouse Rd 
Suite 100 East 
P.O. Box 747 

Falls Church, Virginia 22040-0747 
(703) 205-8000 
Attorney for Applicant 
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INTERNATIO NAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 
I L Basis of the report 



International application No. 

PCT/JP03/01128 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
|^| tne international application as originally filed 

I I the description: 

pages 

pages ~" 



, as originally filed 



f~l the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, filed with the letter of 



, filed with the demand 



as originally filed 



_ , as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 
, filed with the demand 



1 1 the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



filed with the letter of 



_ > as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



CD the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



filed with the letter of 



_, filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

filed with the demand 



. which is: 



These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language 

LJ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23. 1(b)). 
LJ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

U ^language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 

I 1 pTeli^ in the international application, the internationa, 

contained in the international application in written form. 
LJ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
LJ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 
LJ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. y disclosure in the 

b : e n eVShe n d. that *" inf0nmtiOn * readab ' e form is identical to the w "«en sequence listing has 

I 4. O The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

CD the description, pages 

CD the claims, Nos. 



CD the drawings, sheets/fig . 



|« 'Any 'replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred >o under item 1 and annexed to this report. ■ 
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PCT 

NOTIFICATION OF TRANSMITTAL 
OF COPIES OF TRANSLATION 
OF THE INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 

(PCT Rule 72.2) 


To: 

H IRAKI, Yusuke 

Toranomon No.5 Mori Building Third Floor, 17-1, 
Toranomon 1-chome 

JAPON 


Date of mailing (da\/montJt/year) 

14 October 2004 (14.10.2004) 




Applicant's or agent's file reference 
PH-1 605-PCT 


IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 


International application No. 
P.CT/JP2003/001128 


International filing date (day/monOi/year) 

04 February 2003 (04.02.2003) 


Applicant 

SHARP KABUSHIKI KAISHA et al 



1. Transmittal of the translation to the applicant 

The International Bureau transmits herewith a copy of the English translation made by the International Bureau of the international 
preliminary examination report established by the International Preliminary Examining Authority. 



2. Transmittal of the copy of the translation to the elected Offices. 

The International Bureau notifies the applicant that copies of that translation have been transmitted to the following elected Offices 
requiring such translation: 

CN, EP, KR 

The following elected Offices, having waived the requirement for such a transmittal at this time, will receive copies of that translation from 
the International Bureau only upon their request: 

US 

3. Reminder regarding translation into (one of) the official language(s) of the elected Office(s). 

The applicant is reminded that, where a translation of the international application must be furnished to an elected Office, that translation 
must contain a translation of any annexes to the international preliminary examination report. 

It is the applicant's responsibility to prepare and furnish such translation directly to each elected Office concerned (Rule 74.1). See 
Volume II of the PCT Applicant's Guide for further details. 




The International Bureau of W1PO 
34, c he min des Colombettes 
121 1 Geneva 20, Switzerland 


Authorized officer 

Yoshiko Kuwahara ; 


Facsimile No.+41 22 740 14 35 


Facsimile No.+41 22 338 90 90 



Form PCT/1B/338 (July 1996) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 

PCT7JP03/01128 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


or industrial applicability; 




1 . Statement 








Novelty (N) 


Claims 


1-4 


YES 




Claims 




NO 1 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 




YES 1 




Claims 


1-4 


NO 1 


Industrial applicability (I A) 


Claims 


1-4 


YES 




Claims 




NO 











2. Citations and explanations 

Document 1: JP, 2001-236252, A (Sharp Corp.), 31 August, 2001 (31.08.01), full text, all drawings 
Document 2: JP, 2002-49634, A (Fuji Photo Film Co., Ltd.), 15 February, 2002 (15.02.02), full text, all 
drawings 

Claims 1-4 

Document 1 describes, "an image forming device (transfer-from apparatus) of a system for transferring 
files, provided with an identification file producing means for producing an identification file with an ID 
specifying the transfer-from party recorded in it in addition to the file to be transferred." Furthermore, the 
document also describes "an image data management device (transfer-to apparatus) of a system for transferring 
files, provided with (1) a monitoring means for identifying the identification file and (2) a means for 
transferring files other than the identification file based on the identification result by the said monitoring 
means." 

Moreover, document 2 describes, "When a file is read, it is detected that the file has a standardized folder 
structure." 

Moreover, as described in document 2, it is usually practiced that a cable of a standardized interface 
standard is used to connect a transfer-from apparatus and a transfer-to apparatus, for transferring a file. A serial 
interface of USB or the like as an interface standard is also well known. 

So, it is considered to be obvious for a person skilled in the art to arrive at the subject matters of claims 1- 
4 based on documents 1 and 2. Therefore, the subject matters of claims 1-4 do not appear to involve an 
inventive step. 
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